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It’s that time of the year when the tricolour flies high. A
quiz on our freedom struggle

Questions

1Which famous co-conspirator of Prafulla Chaki was
hanged in 1908 for his part in the Muzaffar Conspiracy

case, the attempted assassination of Magistrate Douglas
Kingsford?

2Lal Bal Pal was the moniker given to a triumvirate of
nationalist leaders in the early 20th century who were at

the forefront of the Swadeshi movement and the
anti-Partition struggle in Bengal. Two of them were Lala
Lajpat Rai and Bal Gangadhar Tilak. Who was the third?

3Mahatma Gandhi led many strikes and satyagrahas in
the freedom struggle. In which district of Bihar did he

lead his first satyagraha in 1917?

4If Pandit Nehru wrote The Discovery of India while
incarcerated at Ahmednagar fort between 1942 and 1945,

who wrote, Towards Freedom while in prison between 1934
and 1935?

5What was the name of the society, ostensibly a fitness
club, with branches in Dhaka and Calcutta which was the

springboard for most revolutionary movements in Bengal in
the early 20th century?

6For his role in the non-cooperation movement, Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose was incarcerated in which Asian

city in 1925?

7When Bhagat Singh was arrested, he was carrying a
picture of which Punjabi revolutionary and Ghadar Party

activist who was executed for by the British in Lahore jail
when he was just 19 years old?

8After many of the senior Congress leaders were arrested,
which leader hoisted the Indian National flag at Gowalia

Tank maidan during the Quit India movement in 1942?

9Which great poet and writer participated in the historic
Surat Congress of 1907 and advocated, along with

Lokmaya Tilak, a hard line and armed struggle against
British Rule?

10Three senior Indian National Army officers were
court-martialled in the INA trials at Red Fort in

1945-1946. Two of them were Colonel Prem Sehgal and
Colonel Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon. Who was the third and
senior most?

Answers
1. Khudiram Bose, he was 18 years 8 months and 11 days old
when he was martyred
2. Bipin Chandra Pal
3. Champaran
4. Also Jawaharlal Nehru, this was more of an autobiography
5. The Anushilan Samiti
6. Mandalay
7. Kartar Singh Sarabha
8. Aruna Asaf Ali, who later became the first Mayor of Delhi
9. Subramnia Bharatiyar, also known as Mahakavi Bharathi
10. Major General Shah Nawaz Khan

joy bhattacharjya is a quiz master; t@joybhattacharj
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New Delhi, August 12

Ahead of Independence Day
celebrations, the Union Min-
istry of Home Affairs has
asked the State governments
and UTs to avoid large gather-
ings in view of an increase in
Covid cases. It has also asked
the State governments to fol-
low Covid guidelines. 

In a communication on Fri-
day, the Ministry said: “As a
precaution, against Covid-19,
large congregation in the ce-
remony may be avoided. It is
imperative that Covid
guidelines are followed.” 

Slight rise in cases 
Meanwhile, India saw a two
per cent rise in daily Covid
cases on Friday at 16,561. On
Thursday, infections stood at
16,299, according to data re-
leased by the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare.
The country’s daily positivity
rate was up at 5.44 per cent.

The country reported 49
deaths, slightly lower than
the previous day’s tally of 53,
of which, 10 were reconcili-
ation from Kerala. Delhi and
Karnataka reported the
highest number of deaths
with six fatalities each, fol-
lowed by Maharashtra (five)
and West Bengal (four). Active

cases account for 0.31 per cent
of the total cases; on a daily
basis it declined by 1,541. Cases
declined across most States,
apart from Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Odisha and Delhi.
Among the States, the Na-
tional Capital had the highest
daily addition, with active
cases of 635. 

Viral infections in Delhi 
Delhi reported 2,726 fresh
Covid infections – on a 24-
hour basis – with positivity
rate hovering at 14.38 per cent.
The National Capital has, for
some days, been logging
more than 2,000 cases a day.

According to Satish Koul,
Director, Internal Medicine,
Fortis Memorial Research, wa-
ter-borne and vector-borne
diseases are associated with
the rainy season. Hospital ad-
missions are due to dengue,
typhoid and other diseases,
said Koul. “This year, we are fa-
cing a spurt of sub-variant of
Omicron infections. Covid
cases, though, are having
mild illness and usually re-
cover at home,” he said. 

Covid cases rise

with positivity

rate at 5.44% 

States, UTs told to avoid
huge gatherings on I-Day
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Washington, August 12

Johnson & Johnson will end
sales of baby powder con-
taining talc worldwide next
year after it did the same in
the US and Canada amid
thousands of lawsuits claim-
ing it caused cancer.

Talc will be replaced by
cornstarch, said the com-
pany. J&J has faced litigation
alleging its talcum powder
caused users to develop
ovarian cancer, through use
for feminine hygiene, or
mesothelioma, a cancer that
strikes the lungs and other
organs.

J&J insists, and the over-
whelming majority of med-

ical research on talc indic-
ates, that the talc baby
powder is safe and doesn’t
cause cancer.

However, demand for the
company’s baby powder fell
off, and J&J removed the talc-
based product in most of
North America in 2020.

The company did so after it
saw demand drop due to
“misleading talc litigation
advertising that caused
global confusion and un-
founded concern”, about
product safety, said a com-
pany spokeswoman.

Evolving global trends
J&J said the change an-
nounced late on Thursday it

will simplify its product se-
lection and meet evolving
global trends.

Last October, J&J said a sep-
arate subsidiary it created to
manage talc litigation

claims, had filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy protection.

J&J said then that it funded
the subsidiary, LTL Manage-
ment, and established a $2-
billion trust to pay claims the
bankruptcy court determ-
ines that it owes.

Separate entity
The health care giant also
said last fall that it will turn
its consumer health business
— which sells the baby
powder, Band-Aids and other
products — into a separate
publicly traded company.
The part of the company
selling prescription drugs
and medical devices will
keep the J&J name.

J&J to end global sale of baby powder with talc
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New Delhi, August 12

One97 Communications,
which owns the Paytm brand,
on Friday said its total loan
disbursals grew 296 per cent
to 2.9 million in July 2022 (0.7
million in July 2021), while the
value of loans disbursed in
the month increased 512 per
cent to ₹2,090 crore (₹341
crore).

“Our loan distribution busi-
ness is annualising a run rate

of ₹25,000 crore, and we be-
lieve there is ample opportun-
ity for upsell in this business.
We are being conservative on
the quality of the book (espe-
cially given the possibility of
macro headwinds),” said the
company in its latest Operat-
ing Performance Update for
July 2022, filed with the stock
exchanges. Merchant pay-
ment volumes grew 82 per
cent year-on-year to ₹1.06-
lakh crore in July.

Paytm loan disbursals up 512% in July 




